
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Regional Arts & Culture Council (RACC) in Portland, 

Oregon, invites artists living in the Portland Metropolitan 

Area producing work in visual, performing, literary 

and/or media arts to submit qualifications for an artist-in-

residence project at the City of Portland Archives and 

Records Center (PARC).  

 

This is the Second in a series of residencies for Archives. 

The selected artist/team will create work in any media that 

engages and/or is a result of working with the collections 

and staff at the facility.  

 

Project budget is $15,000.  

Application deadline is Monday, September 28, 2015. 

 

Intersections, RACC’s public art residency program, 

explores the "art of work" and the "work of art". The 

program encourages artists in all disciplines to explore new 

working methods and develop socially engaging, 

interactive art experiences in community settings.  

Portland Archives & Record Center 

Located on the campus of Portland State University, the City of Portland Archive & Records Center holds 56,000 cubic feet 

of archival records, maps and photographs that represent the activities of city bureaus and elected officials and document 

the social and infrastructure history of Portland.  Included in these records are reports, studies, correspondence, project 

records, policies and other documentation of how the city operates.  

Focus of this residency: 

Much of Portland’s history is well-documented, with archival collections found within many institutions throughout the 

state.  But what of those communities within the city that are not as well-represented in our city’s “official” history?  Does 
the presence or lack of historical documentation impact a community’s belonging to the greater city or how they and 

others perceive them?  How do they fit within the city’s story? 

 

This artist-in-residence project will explore these ideas for the area around NE and/or SE 82nd Avenue, using the archival 

collections at the Portland Archives and Records Center (PARC).  For many years 82nd Ave. served as the eastern-most 

boundary for Portland, with portions annexed early in the 1900s and other areas annexed as late 1990. For some areas 

that are now part of the City, historic records do not exist in the City Archive. The city has grown and expanded far beyond 

this area, and yet 82nd is still perceived by many as the boundary to East Portland. 

 

The artist(s) chosen for this project will collaborate with PARC, work with the historical collections, and serve as PARC 

ambassadors to the community.  Integrating community engagement into the project is highly desirable, as is showcasing 

the work within the 82nd community.  The selected artist/team will create work in any media that engages and/or is a 

result of collaborating with the City of Portland Archives and Records staff and collections. The outcome will include public 

presentation(s) of the project through temporary installations, screenings, exhibitions or performances at PARC or other 

public locations at dates/times to be determined in consultation with staff from RACC and PARC.  

 

Following the completion of the work, the team will provide high-quality documentation of the project for inclusion in the 

City of Portland Public Art Collection. Documentation could be in the form of video/DVD, artist’s book, print materials, 
selected objects created/exhibited as part of the project, or other appropriate documentation agreed upon between RACC 

and the artist team.  
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Budget and Length of Project  

The all-inclusive budget for the project is 

$15,000. This covers a proposal fee, artists’ 
fees, fabrication/production, travel, 

insurance, documentation, and any 

installation costs. The selected artist(s) will be 

required to carry general liability insurance for 

the duration of the project.  

 

The project will run for a maximum of one 

year.  

 

Selection Process/Criteria  

The panel will review applicants’ materials 
and identify no more than four artists/teams 

to be interviewed. .A tour of the facility will be 

scheduled prior to the interviews.  

One artist/team will be selected to develop 

and execute a project in collaboration with 

the staff and collections of the PARC.  

 Selection will be based on:  

 Statement of interest. 

 Clarity of conceptual approach. 

 Quality of past work. 

 Evidence of past collaborative work. 

 

Following selection, the team will be paid a 

fee to develop a scope of work, proposed 

outcome(s), project calendar and budget. 

During this planning phase, there will be 

opportunities to learn more about PARC and 

its collections and services.   

There is a strong interest on the part of the 

panel for the awarded artist to reveal their 

ongoing process, either through blogging or 

other means. 
The selection panel is not required to select a team from 

among submitted applications and reserves the right to invite 

artists who do not apply. 

Links 

Portland Archives  

www.portlandoregon.gov/auditor/archives 

 

RACC     

www.racc.org 

Required Application Materials   

 

If applying as a team, please designate one team member as the primary 

contact and provide email/phone contact information for that person on 

each page of the application materials.  

 

1. Statement of Interest. In one page, address the conceptual approach of 

the project; aspects of the site that are of interest; how you would 

engage the public; and, how the project will contribute to your existing 

body of work.  

2. Résumé that outlines professional accomplishments (maximum 2 pages 

per person). Include three professional references (name, affiliated 

organization, email address and phone number). 

3. List of Past Work Samples that includes title, location, date 

completed/performed, media, brief description of the 

project/conceptual information, and budget (if applicable).  

4. Past Work Samples. Submit work samples in one or more of the formats 

listed below, either via email, email link to a third party site such as 

Dropbox or Sugarsync, or deliver them on CD or flash drive.  

 

If a team consists of performance artists and visual artists, the 

submission would include images of past work on a CD and video 

documentation. If all team members only have still images of past work, 

then submit up to 10 images via email or on a CD or flash drive. All 

CDs/DVDs should be labeled “Intersections: Portland Archives and 
Records” and include the team’s contact name.  
 For visual art, up to a total of 10 images of past work emailed or  

on a CD. All images should be in JPEG format (.jpg), and 1024 pixels 

(14.222 inches) on the longest side, formatted at 72 dpi. Each image 

filename must be named as follows: artist’s last name, first initial, 
underscore, and number corresponding to the number on the image 

list (e.g. smithp_01.jpg). If using a Mac, be sure to use the 

appropriate Windows filename extension (e.g.: "smithp_01.jpg" 

rather than "smithj_01")  

 For performance or media art, video documentation formatted on 

a DVD as a Windows Media Player or QuickTime file without an 

auto start menu. Each CD/DVD can contain up to 3 video samples, 

with a total running time of no more than 10 minutes for all samples 

collectively.  

 For media art, audio documentation must be formatted on a 

CD/CD-R containing up to 5 audio samples, with a total running 

time of no more than 10 minutes for all samples collectively.  

 For literary art, writing samples must be formatted as a PDF file. Up 

to three work samples may be submitted. Please do not submit 

originals or copies from either books or magazines.  

 Poetry – No more than 5  

 Fiction and Creative Nonfiction – No more than 5 pages. If an 

excerpt of a longer work is submitted, it should be briefly 

placed in context.  

 Playwriting - The 1st or 2nd act of a completed play not to 

exceed 5 pages or a completed one act play not to exceed 10 

pages. If submitting a single act from a play, it should be briefly 

placed in context.  

 

As an added precaution, please review your CD and/or DVD on a Windows 

PC prior to submitting your application. 

 

http://www.portlandoregon.gov/auditor/archives
http://www.racc.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit Archives before applying 

1800 SW 6th Avenue, Suite 550 

 

Artists interested in applying are encouraged to visit and tour Archives at one of the times listed below. The tours will be limited to 

30 people each. Send reservation request to intersections@racc.org with subject line “Visit Archives”. In the body please say how 
many are in your party.  

 Tuesday, September 8, 2015, 2:30-3:30 p.m. Email reservations needed by Friday, September 4, 2015 

 Friday, September 11, 4:00 – 5:00 p.m. Email reservations needed by Wednesday, September 9, 2015.  

 

 

Application Deadline: Monday, September 28, 2015 

Applications must be received in the RACC office by 5:00 p.m. or online by 11:59 p.m. 

 

E-mail application (preferred) to: intersections@racc.org   

 

Or mail or hand deliver application materials to:       

Intersections- Archives       

Regional Arts & Culture Council       

411 NW Park Avenue, Suite 101       

Portland, OR 97209-3356       

 

Working Calendar  

 Tours – September 8 & 11, 2015 

 Application Deadline – Monday, September 28, 2015 

 Panel Review- mid to late October 2015 

 Interviews – November 2015 

 Contract- December 2015 

 Project completion – December 2016 

 

 

Questions? Contact: 
 

Kristin Calhoun, Public Art Manager 
503-823-5401 
kcalhoun@racc.org 
www.racc.org 
 

Selection Panel  

Diana Banning, City of Portland Archivist 

Jim Carmin, John Wilson Special Collections Librarian, Multnomah County Library 

Clare Carpenter, Artist 

Mary Hansen, City of Portland Assistant Archivist 

Garrick Imatani, Artist 

 

mailto:intersections@racc.org
mailto:intersections@racc.org
mailto:kcalhoun@racc.org
http://www.racc.org/

