
 

    

 

 
Multnomah County Central Courthouse, Portland, Oregon 
Design for Exterior Metal Panels 
 
The Regional Arts & Culture Council is pleased to invite teams of professional artists (visual/graphic/literary) to submit 
qualifications for a percent-for-art commission for the design of 26 metal privacy panels located along the ground floor 
façade of the new Multnomah County Central Courthouse in Portland, Oregon. At least one team member must reside in 
Oregon. The selected team will be paid approximately $80,000 to produce final designs of the panels and deliver as a 
digital file. Fabrication and installation will be paid from a separate budget. The deadline for submitting materials is 
5:00PM, Wednesday, September 13, 2017. All applications must be emailed directly to RACC at 
centralcourthouse@racc.org.    
 
SITE DESCRIPTION:  Multnomah County Central Courthouse  
The new courthouse will incorporate 21st century best practices in courthouse operations, security, and design that will be 
capable of adapting to changing needs over a planned 100-year useful life. The new 17-story building will be located at 
the west end of the Hawthorne Bridge on the northwest corner of SW Madison and SW First Avenue. The east section of 
the 17-story building will be clad in glass and house ten floors of courtrooms and a jury assembly room. The west section 
of the building will be clad in limestone and hold judges’ chambers and staff offices. The historic building immediately to 
the south (known as Jefferson Station), will connect to the new courthouse and include a waiting room and high volume 
courtrooms. Construction is already underway and scheduled to open in Spring 2020. Site plans and renderings of the 
entire site can be accessed on the Central Courthouse website.   
 
PUBLIC ART SITES: Exterior Metal Panels    
The building’s exterior includes artist-designed privacy panels for the windows and gates located along the ground floor 
perimeter. Twenty-three (23) of the exterior art panels will be located in each window bay at the ground floor, and for two 
separate sally port gates on the east and south facades as well as one gate for a viewing garden located mid-block on 
SW 1st between Madison and Jefferson Streets. Locations for the metal panels can be found at the end of this document.  
The selected team will also be asked to provide a phrase or quotation related to the panel artwork that will be etched into 
the north façade of the building (see image #2 for example). 
 
The art panels will be fabricated using ½” waterjet cut stainless steel with no added color and each panel must have 40-
50% open area.  Each window will have translucent glass and illumination at night. Approximate total metal panel square 
footage for each façade: east façade 971sf; west façade 103sf; north façade 853sf; south façade 415sf.   
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PUBLIC ART GOALS 
The Artist Selection Panel is seeking a team whose design combines text and graphics that is harmonious with the overall 
design goals for the courthouse -- order, stability, prominence, permanence, and strength.  The overall concept/design 
should express a unified theme appropriate for a courthouse context and may include references to the urban and rural 
environments of Multnomah County. Text can be included on all or some of the panels and take the form of singular 
words, poetry, or specific quotes/phrasing from the community-at-large and/or from history. The primary audiences for the 
artwork panels will be courthouse employees, visitors and/or pedestrians walking past the building.  
 
The Multnomah County Circuit Court serves many of the most vulnerable members of our community. It is important to 
recognize that some visual images and themes can trigger anxiety, anger, or fear in individuals who have experienced 
traumatic events. It is our hope that the artists selected for this project will consider the circumstances of the citizens that 
come to the courthouse to resolve their conflicts.  
 
The building will include the essential functions of the current courthouse including the Multnomah Circuit Court 
operations departments, judicial officers, courthouse security and transport of in custody defendants and orientation and 
deliberation rooms for jurors and grand jurors. The courtrooms will handle parking and traffic violations, capital murder 
cases, small claims and evictions, domestic relations and probate matters, as well as multi-million dollar lawsuits.   
 
ELIGIBILITY 
Teams consisting of professional artists (visual/graphic/literary) and/or graphic designer/firm are eligible to apply.  At least 
one team member must be a resident of Oregon. The definition of literary artist is meant to be broadly inclusive of artists 
whose work involves written material and is of recognized excellence in style and expression. RACC is committed to 
engaging communities of color and expanding the range of artistic and cultural expression represented in Multnomah 
County’s public art collection. Artists of color are encouraged to apply. 
 
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
The application must include the following materials combined into one PDF and in the following order: 
 
• Page 1: Statement of interest.   Explain why this project is of interest to you, describe initial thoughts of the 

concept/design approach for the project, your individual roles on the team and how you anticipate working together. 

• Pages 2-5: Up to 10 images of visual work (2 images per page) with the following information for each visual: title, year 
produced, budget, and a brief description.  

• 1-3 additional pages: If a writer is included on the team, submit up to 3 work samples of writing samples formatted as a 
PDF file. 

• Up to 6 additional pages (dependent on team size):  2-page résumé for each team member (graphic design firms 
may submit one resume) that outlines professional accomplishments and includes a total of two professional references 
that includes name, affiliated organization, email address and phone number. 

 
SELECTION CRITERIA  
An Artist Selection Panel will review submissions and evaluate artists to be invited for interviews based on (1) artistic merit 
of submitted past work; and (2) statement of interest.  Teams invited for interviews will be evaluated based on (1) the 
impact of the proposed design on the pedestrian experience; (2) appropriateness of concept/design for the site, and (3) 
how the concept/design relates to the cultures, people, and natural or built environments of the area. 
 
SELECTION PROCESS  
The Artist Selection Panel will review artists’ materials and choose no more than four teams who will be paid $5000 to 
create and present proposals for the project.   
 
Following the selection of the four finalists and at the beginning of the proposal phase, finalists will meet with the project’s 
design team to review the building’s design and associated concepts. In mid-November 2018, teams will present their 
design solutions in person to the Artist Selection Panel. Presentation materials will be determined in consultation with the 
finalists. 
 
BUDGET / SCOPE OF WORK 
The selected team will be issued a contract to provide a design as a digital file for each of the sites by November 2018.  
The selected team will be paid $80,000 for this design phase. There is a fabrication/installation budget of up to $750,000 
for all of the waterjet cut steel panels as described above. Oversight for the fabrication and installation will be provided by 
Hoffman Construction, the project’s General Contractor. The final design will be approved by the Artist Selection Panel. 
Copyright will remain with the artists/team.  
  



WORKING PROJECT TIMELINE 
Application deadline       5:00PM, Wednesday, September 13, 2017;  

 email applications to centralcourthouse@racc.org 
 
Artist selection                early October 2017 
 
Proposals due/Team selected  November 2017 

Final design due to fabricator  Late 2018 
 
Installation                      Late 2019 
 
 
QUESTIONS? 
Do you need materials in another language or format? We are happy to create and provide materials in other languages 
or formats and provide translation services for applicants who would like to receive information about this opportunity or 
submit an application in a language other than English. Please contact Salvador Mayoral at 503-823-5865 or 
smayoral@racc.org for assistance.  

For other questions, please contact: 
Peggy Kendellen 
Public Art Manager 
pkendellen@racc.org |503.823.4196 
Regional Arts & Culture Council 
411 NW Park Ave., Suite 101 
Portland, OR  97209 

 
 
SELECTION PANEL 
Cheryl Albrecht, Circuit Court Judge 
Christine Bourdette, artist 
Nathan Orosco, artist 
Emily Seltzer, Deputy Public Defender 
Steve Simpson, architect, SRG Partnership 
Rebecca Stavenjord, Multnomah County 
Sharita Towne, artist 
David Wark, architect, Portland Design Commission, RACC Public Art Advisory Committee 
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