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My process explores two main domains 

combining humanitarian figurative and 

aesthetic subject matter. Projects in Israel, 

Russia, Hong Kong, Pakistan, Mexico, 

Malaysia, Japan, the United States and 

Europe, have allowed me to explore the 

social construct of individual versus 

community. Through my practice, I hope to 

reintroduce into shared visual space a 

sense of ownership. 

My focus on an aesthetic subject matter 

has been developed through my 

specialized experience in prepress print 

techniques. My years in printmaking 

helped develop a strong relationship within 

the process of technical color utilization 

and the mechanics of reproduction through 

analog printing. 

The finely controlled hatch-lines create 

simultaneously diminutive constructions 

that, when viewed together, unfold and 

evolve dependent on the physical position 

of the viewer. Color groups & concepts are 

explored using theories of parallelism, the 

bezold effect, impressionist and chaos 

philosophies developed by numerous 

artists and philosophers throughout history.
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As a public artist, I strive to produce work that 
fosters a sense of wonder, joy, and play. I look 
to draw out these qualities, often dormant within 
the history of each site.

I create elaborate, playfully open-ended 
narratives. I enjoy drawing influence from a 
variety of western and non-western art and 
design traditions- I'm happy to steal inspiration 
from children's book illustration and 
independent comics, to create intricately 
patterned imagery, populated by whimsical 
imaginary beings.

My art practice has involved many collaborative 
roles- teaching, learning, cooperating with other 
artists and consulting with a variety of 
stakeholders and project administrators. I 
welcome these opportunities for collaboration, 
as I feel that they are, by definition, absolutely 
integral to the process of creating any work of 
public art.
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In my work, I re-imagine the world around 

me, changing the light, altering objects, 

placing them where they don’t belong, 
using the unexpected to trigger a narrative 

instinct. I have always felt that It is through 

narrative and metaphor, the oldest tools of 

art, that we continue to create and 

comprehend the new.

My murals are simply an extension of my 

studio practice. They address many of the 

the same themes with the same aesthetic, 

a magic realism evoking myth and mystery. 

They also frequently echo the landscapes 

of their surrounding region, inviting urban 

residents to let their imaginations meditate 

on the haunting beauty of the wildness that 

is never as far away as it may seem.

I completed my first mural in Portland, 

Oregon in 2016. In the summer of 2017, I 

completed my second mural in downtown 

Boise, Idaho. I have been overwhelmed by 

and grateful for the enthusiastic response 

to both pieces and I look forward to the 

opportunity to do more.

http://davidcarmacklewis.com/


http://www.raemahaffey.com/


http://www.artspa.us/


http://www.smarroquin.com/


http://www.mollymendoza.com/


http://www.jennifermercede.com/


I’ve painted several large-scale murals 

around Portland, both independently and 

collaboratively. I really enjoy listening to 

people’s stories and I love the thrill of 
bringing these stories to life visually. I am 

drawn to create larger-than-life figures and I 

love the creative challenge of designing for 

a particular space. No project is too 

daunting, as I’ve been able to find creative 
ways of incorporating a building’s 
architecture into the overall aesthetic of a 

piece. I’ve worked with nonprofit 
organizations, neighborhood associations, 

local business owners, and other artists   to 

reimagine spaces in our community. One of 

my favorite parts of the mural-making 

process is talking with my clients about 

what they envision. I take that inspiration 

straight to the drawing board.
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Jon Stommel and Travis Czekalski work 

together under the artist name ‘Rather 
Severe’. The two have dedicated 
themselves to painting public murals 

together professionally for over 7 years, 

during which time they’ve given their 
utmost collective effort in establishing 

themselves as an integral part of the 

Portland’s public art community. They have 
worked with dozens of locally affiliated 

organizations and businesses to transform 

and enrich the experience of being in public 

spaces in Oregon, Washington, and 

beyond.  

Their works are typically vibrant, 

energizing, whimsical, and optimistic, with 

bold colors and graphic lines. Works will 

often include their signature style of 

characters, flora and fauna, natural 

patterns and textures, and other abstract 

organic elements. Having created art for a 

wide variety of public art projects, they’re 
able to design and execute murals with 

many different conceptual approaches and 

visual styles based on the context and 

intention of the artwork.  

http://www.rather-severe.com/
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I create public artwork in mosaics, 

concrete, fused glass, cast glass, ceramic 

and paint. My designs include site specific 

artwork for parks, zoos, community 

centers, hospitals and schools. My murals 

and sculpture involve meaningful 

engagement with the community and often 

become landmarks in the neighborhood.

Inspiration can come from nature as well 

as themes that evoke cooperation, healing, 

culture and peace. My work includes subtle 

pieces that can create a sense of 

discovery, wonder of inspiration.

Participation can occur on a variety of 

levels from gathering input to integrating 

elements created by the community. My 

participatory artwork can include hundreds 

of people from ages three to ninety.
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