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Rendering of the North Portland Aquatic Center, exterior view, Fessenden Street facing south

North Portland Aquatic Center

Exterior Sculpture Series
Supplemental Materials

Site Address: North Portland Aquatic Center — Northgate Park: 9415 N Geneva Ave, Portland, OR 97203

Project Scope: One artist/artist team will be selected to create a series of site-specific exterior sculptural artworks which
will be installed along the new north and south side entry pathways and within the new east side exterior plaza.

Project Budget: $165,000

Submissions Due: Wednesday September 23, 2026 at 11.59pm PDT.

About the North Portland Aquatic Center Project

The new North Portland Aquatic Center (NPAC) is funded through City of Portland System Development Charges and a
State of Oregon Grant. NPAC is envisioned as an inclusive, distinguished, and state-of-the-art facility and a landmark not
just for the neighborhood, but for the City of Portland. Alongside associate architect partner, Perkins&Will, Scott Edwards
Architecture is using innovative architectural design to develop an inviting and engaging aquatic center for all to enjoy. The
site context and existing features, and an open dialogue with the community, shape how the facility is arranged. Building
and site elements consisting of the competition and recreation pools, all-user locker rooms, offices, community rooms,
outdoor recreation field, community plazas, and parking are thoughtfully placed in a manner that maintains the beloved
park-like setting while still delivering a functional and intuitive building. The design balances high-performance
sustainability aspirations with long-term operational success, targeting LEED Gold certification and creating a space that
will be enjoyed for generations to come.

Through an extensive community engagement process and collaborative work sessions with PP&R staff, the following
goals were created for the project. The PP&R team continues to utilize these goals to help guide the decision-making for
the project.


https://maps.app.goo.gl/puh52aWUqX3KSC9r7
https://www.seallp.com/work/community/north-portland-aquatic-center
https://www.seallp.com/work/community/north-portland-aquatic-center

Creating a beautiful, durable, equitable, state-of-the-art aquatic center that is inclusive of all Portlanders.
Promote equity and reduce barriers to access to create a safe, welcoming, and inclusive facility for all.
Expand the types of aquatics programming PP&R can offer.

Balance high-performance sustainability aspirations with long-term operational success.

Employ the CM/GC model to deliver an efficient facility that aligns scope, schedule, and budget.

The 10-acre site, nestled within a single-family home neighborhood near several schools, is defined by its mature tree
canopy and recreation fields. The site plan employs a pedestrian-driven approach, ensuring the new facility integrates
cohesively into the established neighborhood context while responding to the community’s desire to maintain the site’s
open, park-like feel.

The center brings access to aquatics to North Portland and provides opportunities to learn basic swimming and water
safety skills in a welcoming environment. A public place offering this resource goes beyond recreation—a 2010 study
performed by the University of Memphis found that 70% of Black children, nearly 60% of Hispanic/Latinx children, and
42% of white children have little to no swimming ability. North Portland is a diverse area, and this study informs the
urgency for an equitable design responsive to historically underserved communities.

More project background information can be found on the PP&R Project webpage here.

About Portland Parks & Recreation

Portland Parks & Recreation (PP&R), a Bureau of the City of Portland (City), is the steward of over 11,000 acres of land at
more than 250 locations - including a multitude of community and neighborhood parks, natural areas, recreational
facilities, gardens, and trails and more than a million square feet of developed facilities — including community centers,
swimming pools, art centers and other publicly accessible structures.

Portland Parks & Recreation’s mission is to provide equitable access to welcoming places, programs, and services that
improve community health and our environment. We envision a parks and recreation system that is responsive to diverse
and changing community needs, nurturing health and connection for all. Together, we work toward equitable outcomes
in:

Accessible, safe, clean, well-maintained public spaces;
Healthy ecosystems and climate change resilience;
Learning, play, and discovery;

Mental, emotional, and physical wellness

Community and civic connection

Jobs that support growth and belonging

PP&R has thousands of recreation and enrichment opportunities for people of all ages. Portland's parks, public places,
natural areas, and recreational opportunities give life and beauty to our city. Parks and recreation services are essential to
making Portland a great place to live, work, and play.

About the North Portland Aquatic Center Design Team

As part of the North Portland Aquatic Center Project, project development is being led by Portland Parks & Recreation
(PP&R). Construction is being overseen and coordinated in conjunction with Howard S. Wright (HSW). RACC and the City
of Portland’s Office of Arts & Culture (OoAC) are stewarding the public art elements allocated by the City of Portland’s
Percent for Art Program.

The North Portland Aquatic Center design team includes Scott Edwards Architecture (SEA) and Perkins&Will (P&W) with
Mayer Reed as the landscape architect.

Scott Edwards Architecture is headquartered in Portland, Oregon, and their award-winning design firm is licensed to
practice architecture in Oregon, Washington, and 12 other states. SEA has been providing architecture, interior design,
and planning services throughout the Pacific Northwest on a wide range of project types since their founding in 1998. SEA
prides themselves in being able to draw from their civic, healthcare, education, commercial, hospitality, community,
multi-family housing, residential, and planning experience to add a thoughtful, well-rounded perspective to each project.

Perkins&Will (P&W) aspires to create places where humanity thrives in harmony with nature. Their work is driven by
curiosity, powered by research and technology, and fueled by grit and ingenuity. They strive to make a positive difference
every day by creating environments that promote well-being where people live happier, healthier lives.


https://www.portland.gov/parks/construction/north-portland-aquatic-center-project#toc-project-background
https://www.balfourbeattyus.com/teams/buildings/portland
https://bora.co/
https://www.seallp.com/
https://colloqate.org/
https://perkinswill.com/
https://www.mayerreed.com/

Mayer/Reed, Inc. is an interdisciplinary Portland, Oregon based design studio providing urban design, landscape
architecture, visual communications and experiential graphic design. Their work in creating places for human activity
explores the social, cultural, ecological and historic contexts that shape these environments.

Community Engagement, Site Plans and Other Resources

NPAC Final Design Presentation - February 2026
PP&R Community Priorities for Art & Expression - May 2026

Guidelines for Art within North Portland Aquatic Center
NPAC Site Plans & Renderings

NPAC Art Sites - Refer to Exterior Locations (B) for potential sites for the Sculpture Series



https://www.portland.gov/parks/documents/npac-final-design-presentation-february-2026-0/download
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18bmbfGug5_IdXnac16pwYZ0CG30EeV75/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WkdJHdrMnrbjxOmtXGAwU34lgbxG1taT/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dm4haW5mSUZdXENROfq24D0-Vr8gosIe/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/15Xws9TbE11UN9RBO5rkNHecVZkSqJqej/view?usp=sharing
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